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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Course Title:   Paediatric Oncology   Nursing short course 

Responsible Department:  Department of Clinical Nursing

Responsible School:  School of Nursing in collaboration with Muhimbili National Hospital (Pediatric Oncology Unit)

Course overview: 

A 10 weeks practical course on Pediatric Oncology Nursing Short Course is designed to improve theoretical and practical skills to care of a child with cancer with the expected outcome of improved provision of quality care to children with cancer from well skilled nurses. The course will be administered by competent Faculty from Muhimbili University of Health and Allied Sciences (MUHAS) in collaboration with experts from Boston Children Hospital (BCH) Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital Crumlin in Dublin, The John Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford and other experienced nurses and doctors working in Pediatric Oncology Ward, Muhimbili National Hospital. The course coordination will be assisted by the Tumiani la Maisha Children’s Cancer charity based at Upendo Children’s Cancer Ward in Jengo la Watoto, MNH. Training will include lectures, demonstrations, case study and practical sessions.  Participants will be awarded certificate of competence and attendance from MUHAS.

Contact:

Head, Department of Clinical Nursing

School of Nursing

MUHAS

P.O. Box 65004

Dar es Salaam.

Tanzania.

ABBREVIATIONS

	MUHAS
	Muhimbili University of Health and Allied Sciences

	MUHAS
	Muhimbili University of Health and Allied Sciences

	BCH
	Boston Children’s Hospital

	TLM Tz
	Tumaini la Maisha, (Children’s Cancer Charity).

	OLCHC
	Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital Crumlin, Dublin.
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INTRODUCTION
1.1. Background

Resource rich countries achieve cure rates of approximately eight-five percent for children with cancer. In 2004, the cure rate in Africa was less than ten percent. The Tanzanian government set about changing this by opening the first children’s cancer unit, Ocean Road Cancer Institute (ORCI) that same year. The 17-bed unit served a population of more than 40 million (50% being children) and cared for approximately 100 new children a year.  Starting in 2011, the paediatric oncology programme moved to MNH, now a 50-bed unit.  With the support of the Tanzanian government and other charitable organizations, the cure rates in the past ten years, have increased from 5% to almost 50% for paediatric patients who reach the facility in Dar es Salaam. There are now approximately 500 children seen yearly at MNH. The staff at MNH also supports facilities around the country to develop complementary satellite centres for the care and treatment of paediatric oncology. It is expected that the number of centres offering paediatric oncology services will grow significantly over the coming years.

Despite the advances in therapy, there has been little change in the paediatric oncology education that nurses receive. Nurses are with the patients 24/7 and are essential to providing the necessary specialized care and treatments paediatric oncology patients and families require (Day, et al., 2012). Recognizing the importance of proper knowledge and skills necessary to provide quality care and hence minimize morbidity and mortality, MUHAS in collaboration with MNH developed this paediatric oncology-nursing course to enhance the knowledge and skills necessary to care for this highly specialized vulnerable patient population. 

1.2. Course description, administration and conduct

1.2.1. Course Title: Paediatric Oncology Nursing short course

1.2.2. Main purpose of the course

To improve theoretical and practical skills of nurses who will work closely with children with cancer in the hospital setting with the expected outcome of improved provision of quality nursing care to such patients.

1.2.3. Basic problem intended to solve 

Children’s cancer is emerging as an important cause of preventable mortality in Tanzania. Children with cancer require specialist services including expert nursing care. Hospitals across Tanzania are facing the challenge of care for these patients. Nurses are at the forefront of this challenge as they are intimately involved in the day to day care of these often critically ill patients. Despite of their commitment and interest in providing care to children with cancer, many nurses working in paediatric oncology wards are not sufficiently trained to adequately care for this complex group of patients. Further knowledge and skills are urgently required for every health professional involved in their care if the outcomes in this patient population are to improve in line with resource rich settings. The provision of care to children with cancer includes adequate specialist nursing knowledge and skills together with innovations that could solve the ever-changing multiple needs of children with cancer. This course will equip nurses working with children suffering from cancer with knowledge and skills that will be used to provide optimal care to such group of patients in our country. 
1.2.4. Expected Outcome
Improved provision of optimal care to children suffering from cancer disorders 

1.2.5. Venue
As this course is largely a clinical one it will take place on Upendo Children’s Cancer ward in collaboration with the Department of Clinical Nursing, School of Nursing, MUHAS (Dar es Salaam, Tanzania)

1.2.6. Duration of the Course
The course shall run for a period of 10 weeks and shall be completed in accordance with the CPD regulations.  A period of 324 contact hours is a requirement for the course. 

1.2.7. Expected participants
Participants for this course shall be registered nurses working in any hospitals facility with interest in paediatric nursing. 

1.3. Funding  

Participants are advised to seek sponsorship from their employers, sponsors or elsewhere.  Where necessary, the Department may (on request) provide documents to support application for funds.
1.3.1. Course Fees Structure:

(Fees payable in Tshs. To the Institution/University by local participants)

	Number of participants = 30

	
	
	

	ITEM
	Unit
	 Cost/item i.e. man hour/day 
	Amount (Tshs)

	1.0: Human resource for training and organization
 

	Facilitation fee -- man hours
	50
	                      50,000.00 
	2,500,000.00

	Facilitation of Practical session’s man hours (30%)
	30
	                      30,000.00 
	900,000.00

	Facilitators transport -- man days
	10
	                      20,000.00 
	200,000.00

	Course Coordinators (block payment)
	2
	                    100,000.00 
	200,000.00

	 Support staff (Block payment)
	 
	                      50,000.00 
	50,000.00

	Accountant -- block payment
	 
	                      80,000.00 
	80,000.00

	Total man-hour costs
	 
	 
	3,930,000.00

	2.0 Nutrition breaks
 

	Lunch and tea - person days (part/supp/facil) (50 days x 30 part)
	1500
	                      11,000.00 
	16,500,000.00

	3.0 Teaching and learning supplies and services

 

	A4 reams for production of lecture notes
	2
	                      12,000.00 
	24,000.00

	Box files
	30
	                        3,000.00 
	90,000.00

	Writing pads
	30
	                        1,500.00 
	45,000.00

	Toners for printer 
	1
	                    160,000.00 
	160,000.00

	Flip charts
	10
	                        6,000.00 
	60,000.00

	Pens/pencils/markers, name tags pockets
	30
	                        4,500.00 
	135,000.00

	Manila  Ream paper
	1
	                      10,000.00 
	10,000.00

	Clinical Instructors Manual
	30
	                      10,000.00 
	300,000.00

	Total teach. materials
	 
	 
	824,000.00

	 SUBTOTAL
	 
	 
	8,878,000.00

	4.0 Conference room  

	Conference hall
	10
	                    100,000.00 
	1,000,000.00



	5.0 Institutional Overhead (5%) of Total income
	 
	 
	493,900.00

	TOTAL
 
	30,801,900.00


1.4. Available Resource

1.4.1. Infrastructure, clinical and diagnostic facilities

All the training will be conducted on Upendo Children’s Cancer Ward as this is a largely clinical short course and the students need to be near the children at all times throughout their training.
1.4.2. Academic, Technical and Administrative/Support Staff

The Department has academic staff that is prepared nurse trainers in collaboration with up to 10 experienced clinical instructors from Boston Children Hospital, and Portland Oregon,  and UCSF all from the USA; Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Dublin, Ireland; and The John Racliffe Hospital in England. Other medical experts from Muhimbili National Hospital, Paediatric Oncology Unit will also participate.
1.4.3. Quality Control:  Evaluation and Monitoring

Participants will be provided with the course programme at the beginning of the course.   A pre-test to solicit for expectations of the participants will be done before starting the course.  Daily participants’ assessment of the covered material will be done with quizzes and exercises. Discussion and feedback on participant reservations, comments, and suggestions on both learning activities and logistics support will be done daily. At the end of the training, in addition to filling in end of training evaluation form, the participants will be assessed by examination to find out if the training has improved the competency of the participants on the relevant subjects.  Facilitators’ resume meetings will be done to evaluate daily activities.  At the end of the course there will post test evaluation and overall conduct of the course and a report will be written to help in review of subsequent courses.

1.4.4. Application procedures

The application form shall be available at the Department of Clinical Nursing website and at MUHAS websites, or obtained from the office of the Administrative officer, School of Nursing. The dully filled form and other accompanying information/attachments shall be submitted to the course Director for consideration of admission into the course. Letter of commitment from the sponsor and intent of granting permission from the employer in case the participant is selected should also be included.  The selected individuals will be informed and be required to pay fee through MUHAS bank Account as provided in the form.  Deadline of application shall be two months from the first day of course advertisement.   

1.4.5. Admission criteria

Registered Nurses with minimum 1 year working experience and experience of working in Paediatric Wards/Units will be an added advantage. Nurses currently working on Paediatric oncology wards will be given priority if spaces are limited and demand is high.
1.4.6. Contact

Head, Department of Clinical Nursing

School of Nursing, MUHAS,

P.O. Box 65004

Dar es Salaam.

Tanzania.

E-mail: mkokamalinga@yahoo.co.uk
2.0. PEDIATRIC ONCOLOGY NURSING COURSE DESCRIPTION

2.1. Introduction

The course builds upon generalist nursing education. In meeting the complex needs of children with cancer and their families, nurses require a well-developed knowledge base along with specialist skills in both the clinical and the caring dimensions of paediatric oncology nursing. They must be equipped with the expertise to make sound clinical judgments within the care environment and to recognize and deal with the ethical issues inherent in such an environment. This course aims to produce nurses able to meet such demands.

2.2. Aim

Care of children with cancer and their families is an important component in the nursing discipline given increased children with cancer in a country. Paediatric oncology nursing care encompasses a large part of intervention received during hospital stay of such clients. Nurses working in Paediatric Oncology Unit are expected to provide holistic, safe, quality, direct patient care. This course is intended for registered nurses who work primarily in a Paediatric Oncology Units and are interested in developing their Clinical skills in caring children with cancer. Participants will explore different aspects of the clinical paediatric oncology nursing   and will learn skills and techniques necessary to provide a quality holistic care to children suffering from cancer. The goal is to improve individual clinical skill as well as clinical judgment and also to develop and refine each participant's ability to access, analyze and implement holistic care plan of his or her clients.
2.3. General Objective

The main objective of this course is to enable nurses to acquire knowledge and skills to provide competent, quality nursing care to children with cancers.

Competencies (Learning outcomes)

1. Integrate knowledge and skills from previous courses and demonstrate application to didactic and clinical situations caring for children and families.

2. Utilize standardized assessment techniques and develop clinical judgment skills necessary for safe care of children of any age with an oncologic diagnosis. 

3. Collect, organize and interpret data from a variety of sources to identify patient needs.

4. Demonstrate understanding of standards of nursing care to include assessment, diagnosis, outcome identification, planning, implementation, and evaluation for nursing care of children.

5. Demonstrate effective communication techniques when collaborating with other health care professionals and in caring for children and families.

6. Utilize assessment and teaching skills to promote health in children.

7. Incorporate evidenced-based practice in planning and providing nursing care for children and families.

8. Discuss changes in family dynamics, structure, function, roles, and developmental stages including common family problems associated with the illness of a child.

9. Demonstrate responsibility and accountability for the personal and professional development including the setting of professional goals.

2.4. Assessment regulations and course certification 

1. Participants shall be assessed at the end of the module by means of a written examination. 

2. Participants shall be considered to have passed the end of module if they score 50% or higher 

3. Participants shall qualify to be awarded a certification of completion if they have attended and passed the course module

4. Participants who fail to pass the module will not be awarded a certificate of completion, but will instead be awarded certificate of attendance of the module. 

2.5. Learning resources

The required resources include a venue, computers, power point projectors, flip charts and marker pens, notebooks etc. Clinical oriented practice session will be adequately offered to the learners. Further, participants will be provided with the Paediatric Oncology Nursing Training Manual that will be used as a reference.

2.6. Methods of instruction 

The course will use short didactic lectures, case scenarios, demonstration, simulation of skills and situations, but mostly be conducted as practical sessions on the ward. Participants will also be exposed to clinical areas to assess, diagnose and implement care to children with cancer.

2.7. Methods of assessment

There will be a pre-test at the beginning and a post-test for summative assessment at the end of the course. Pre- and post-test will include theory and practical tests. The tests will be a tool to evaluate the extent the training has improved the competency of the participant on the subject. Additional individual assignments will also be used to assess trainees 
2.8. Course content

This course has one module namely Care of a child with Cancer. Several topics will be covered in the module including: Overview of paediatric oncology nursing; Treatment modalities for childhood cancers; Paediatric cancers-haematological malignancies; Paediatric cancers-solid tumours; Oncological emergencies ;  Psycho oncology Care  to a child and  family ;Palliative care to child with cancer; Leadership and quality improvement  in Paediatric Oncology 
2.8.1. Organization of the module

	Topic  
	Title
	Lecture
	Practical
	Total

	
	
	Hours
	Credits
	Hours
	Credits
	Hours
	Credits

	1
	Overview of pediatric oncology nursing
	2
	0.2
	-
	-
	2
	0.2

	2.
	Pediatric cancers-hematological malignancies
	4
	0.4
	60
	4
	64
	4.4

	3.
	Pediatric cancers-solid tumors; 
	4
	0.4
	60
	4
	64
	4.4

	4
	Oncological emergencies
	6
	0.6
	   60
	4
	66
	4.6

	5
	Treatment modalities for childhood cancers
	6
	0.6
	   30
	2
	36
	2.6

	6
	Psycho oncology Care to a child and  family
	8
	0.8
	   30
	2
	38
	2.8

	7
	Palliative care to child with cancer
	6
	0.6
	    30
	2
	  36
	2.6

	8
	Leadership and quality improvement in Pediatric Oncology
	3
	0.3
	     15
	1
	    18
	1`.3

	Total
	324
	22.9



2.8.2. Content outline

1. Overview of pediatric oncology nursing Preceptor Roles and Responsibilities 

2. Pediatric cancers-hematological malignancies 

3. Pediatric cancers-solid tumors

4. Oncological emergencies 

5. Treatment modalities for childhood cancers 

6. Psycho oncology Care to a child and  family

7. Palliative care to child with cancer

8. Leadership and quality improvement in Pediatric Oncology
2.9. Recommended reading materials 

Department of Clinical Nursing, (MUHAS). Paediatric Oncology Nursing   Training Manual, 2017. Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

3.0. REFFERENCES
Day, S.W., Garcia, J., Antillon, F., Willimas, JA, McKeon, L.M., Carty, R.M. de Alarcon, P., Pui, C.H., Ribeiro, R. & Howard, S. C., (2012) A sustainable model for paediatric oncology nursing education in low-income countries. Paediatric Blood and Cancer, 58; 163-166. 

O’Hanlon, Curry, J & Mosher, R. B., (2014). Standards of paediatric nursing, In N.E. Kline (Ed.) Essentials of Paediatric Haematology/Oncology Nursing, (4th edition). Association of Paediatric Haematology/Oncology Nurses, Chicago, IL.pp. 5-9. 

Paediatric Oncology Nursing: Scope and Standards of Practice, 2007, Association of Paediatric Haematology/Oncology Nurses.

Rose, C. Bergfeld, K., & Tytler, L. (2011, revised 2013). Nurse Resource Binder (2 ed.), Tikus Anbessa Specialized General Hospital Paediatric Haematology/Oncology.
Stefan, D. C. & Rodriguez-Galindo, C. (Eds.) Paediatric Haematology-Oncology in Countries with Limited Resources, 2014, Springer, New York. 

�We will not be able to have 30 students as this is a clinical course and there needs to be almost as many teachers as students so they all get effective supervision.


�We need to talk about this entire section as TLM will be bringing in the teachers for the entire first course and non of them will require payment. 


�Sorry this will have to be cut as there is no money for food.


�Any of these items required will be provided by TLM andso this cost needs to be removed 


�


�Again I understand that the college needs a fee but what is this for as all the training will be conducted on Upendo ward.


�Why have you removed two of the modules????
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